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In the matter of : Hastert for Congress Committee
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complaint before the Federal Election Commission (“FEC”) seeking an immediate investigation

and enforcement action against the Hastert for Congress Committee and Dallas Ingemunson for

direct and serious violations of federal campaign finance law.

2.

organization dedicated to ensuring accountability in public officials.

3.

campaign committee of Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert (R-IL). The committee is

Complainant

Respondents

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington is a non-profit, non-partisan

The Hastert for Congress Committee (“Hastert for Congress™) is the principal

registered under the Federal Election Campaign Act. 2 U.S.C. §433. Dallas Ingemunson is the

treasurer of Hastert for Congress.

4.

Factual Allegations

The September issue of Vanity Fair Magazine reports that in December 2001, an

F.B.I. agent in Chicago, Joel Robertz asked F.B.I. translator Sibel Edmonds to review some

wiretaps that had been generated by a counter-intelligence investigation that began in 1997.

David Rose, An Inconvenient Patriot, Vanity Fair, page 281, September 2005 (attached as

Exhibit A). Part of the investigation involved allegations of attempts to bribe Members of

Congress. Id.



268044132408

5. Ms. Edmonds listened to more than 40 recordings supplied by Mr. Robertz. Id.
Many involved an F.B.I. target at Chicago, Illinois’s Turkish Consulate, as well as members of
the American-Turkish Council and the Assembly of Turkish American Associ.ations. Id.

6. According to some of the wiretaps, the F.B.1.’s targets had arranged for tens of
thousands of dollars of campaign contributions to be sent to Rep. Hastert’s campaign committee
in small (i.e., less than $200) checks that did not have to be itemized. Id. at 281.

7. Notably, Hastert for Congress’s FEC filings indicate that in 2000 and 2001 the
committee received a significant number of unitemized contributions. The Mid-Year report,
covering the period January 1, 2001 through June 30, 2001, shows unitemized contributions of
$65,470.23. Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form 3. Report of Receipts and
Disbursements, page 3, filed October 24, 2002 (attached as Exhibit B). The Year-End report,
covering the period July 1, 2001 through December 31, 2001, shows unitemized contributions in

the amount of $45,390.52. Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form 3, Report of Receipts
and Disbursements, page 3, filed October 24, 2002 (attached as Exhibit C). Thus, in 2001,

Hastert for Congress received $110,860.75 in unitemized contributions.

8. The reports for 2000 also show a large number of unitemized contributions. The
Pre-Primary Election Report, covering the period from January 1, 2000 through March 1, 2000,
shows unitemized contributions of $7,825. Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form 3.
Report of Receipts and Disbursements, page 3, filed March 9, 2000 (attached as Exhibit D). The
April 15th Quarterly Report, covering the period of March 2, 2000 thrgugh March 31, 2000

shows unitemized contributions of $19,505. Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form 3,

Report of Receipts and Disbursements, page 3, filed June 27, 2001 (attached as Exhibit E). The

July 15th Quarterly Report, covering the period April 1, 2000 through June 30, 2000, shows

2
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unitemized contributions in the amount of $14,738. Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form

3. Report of Receipts and Disbursements, page 3, filed June 27, 2001 (attached as Exhibit F).

The October 15th Quarterly Report, covering the period July 1, 2000 through September 30,
2000, shows unitemized contributions in the amount of $22,795. Hastert for Congress

Committee FEC Form 3. Report of Receipts and Disbursements, page 3, filed May 30, 2001

(attached as Exhibit G). The Post-General Election Report, covering the period October 19,
2000 through November 27, 2000, shows unitemized contributions in the amount of $7,412.

Hastert for Congress Committee FEC Form 3. Report of Receipts and Disbursements, page 3,

filed June 6, 2001 (attached as Exhibit H). Thus, in 2000, Hastert for Congress received $72,275
in unitemized contributions.
COUNT I

9. The Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA”) strictly prohibits foreign nationals
from making political contributions and prohibits political committees from accepting campaign
contributions from foreign nationals. 2 U.S.C. §441e(a):

10.  If a committee receives a contribution of questionable legality, it must follow five
procedures. First, within ten day’s of the treasurer’s receipt of the contribution, the treasurer
must either return the contribution to the donor without depositing it or depositit. 11 C.F.R.
§103.3(b)(1). Second, if the committee chooses to deposit the contribution, it must ensure that
the funds are not spent because they may have to be refunded. 11 C.F.R. §103.3(b)(4). Third,
the committee must keep a written record noting the reason why a contribution may be
prohibited and must include this information when reporting the receipt of the contribution. 11
CFR. §103.3(i))(5). Fourth, within 30 days of the treasurer’s receipt of the contribution, the

committee must make at least one written or oral request for evidence that the contribution is

3
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legal. 11 C.F.R. §103.3(b)(1). Fifth, within the 30 day period, the committee must either
confirm the legality of the contribution or refund the contribution. 11 C.F.R. §103.3(b)(1). See

FEC, Campaign Guide for Congressional Candidates and Committees, page 18, April 1999.

11.  If the Hastert for Congress received an unusually large number of contributions in
amounts just under $200 in a relatively condensed period of time, the treasurer’s suspicions
should have been raised, particularly if many of these checks appeared to be made out by
individuals with foreign names. As a result, the treasurer should have followed the procedures
outlined by the Commission in 11 C.F.R. §103.3(b) to discover whether, in fact, the campaign
illegally received contributions from foreign nationals.

WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington requests that the
Federal Election Commission conduct an investigation into whether or not Hastert for Congress
accepted contributions from foreign nationals in violation of federal campaign finance laws,
impose sanctions appropriate to these violations and take such further action as may be

appropriate.

Melanie Sloan, Executive Director
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington

11 Dupont Circle, N.W., 2™ Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 588-5565
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Verification

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, acting through Melanie Sloan,
hereby verifies that the statements made in the attached Complaint are, upon information and
belief, true.

Sworn pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

Y L

Melanie Sloan

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 16th day of August, 2005.

glanca M. Claytop -
plic, District of Cotum
?n?}i?::kemn Exnires 04-30-2007
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THE INTERPRETER

Sibel Edmonds,

who plans to appeal

her dismissal by the

F.B.L to the Supreme

Court, at home

outside Washington,

D.C., April 29, 2005.

AN INCONVENIENT PATRIOT
Love of country led Sibel Edmonds to become a translator for the FB.I.
following 9/11. But everything changed when she accused a colleague of
covering up illicit acfivity involving Turkish nationals. Fired after sounding the

alarm, she’s now fighting for the ideals that made her an American,
and threatening some very powerful people

n Washington, D.C., and its suburbs,

December 2, 2001, was fine but cool,

the start of the shde into winter after

a spell of unseasonable warmth. At

10 o’clock that morning, Sibel and

Matthew Edmonds were still in their

pajamas, sipping coffee 1n the kitchen of

their waterfront town house m Alexandna,

Virginia, and looking forward to a well-
deserved lazy Sunday.

Since mid-September, nine days after

the 9/11 attacks, Sibel had been exploiting

her fluency in Turkish, Farsi, and Azerbai-
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Jani as a translator at the FB I. It was ar-
duous, demanding work, and Edmonds—
who had two bachelor’s degrees, was about
to begin studying for a master’s, and had
plans for a doctorate—could have been con-
sidered overqualified But as a naturahzed
Turkish-American, she saw the job as her
patriotic duty.

The Edmondses’ thoughts were turning
to brunch when Matthew answered the tele-
phone. The caller was a woman he barely
knew—Melek Can Dickerson, who worked
with Sibel at the EB.I. “I’'m in the area

HENRY LEUTWYLER

with my husband and I'd love you to meet
him,” Dickerson said. “Is it O.K. if we
come by?” Taken by surprise, Sibel and
Matthew hurried to shower and dress Their
guests arrived 30 minutes later. Matthew,
a big man with a fuzz of gray beard, who
at 60 was nearly twice the age of his petite,
vivacious wife, showed them into the kitch-
en. They sat at a round, faux-marble table
while Sibel brewed tea.

Melek’s husband, Douglas, a U.S. Air
Force major who had spent several years
as a military attaché in the Turkish capital

SEPTEMBER 2005

FOR DETAILS SEE CREDIYS PAGE




2804413241s

LETTER FROM WASHINGTON.

of Ankara, did most of the talking, Mat-
thew recalls. “He was pretty outspoken,
pretty outgoing—about meeting his wife
1 Turkey, and about his job. He was in
weapons procurement ” Like Matthew, he
was older than his wife, who had been
born about a year before Sibel

According to Sibel, Douglas asked if
she and Matthew were mvolved with the
local Turkish community, and whether
they were members of two of its orgamzed
groups—the American-Turkish Council
(ATC) and the Assembly of Turkish Amer-
1can Associations (ATA.A) “He said the
ATC was a good organization to belong
to,” Matthew says. “It could help to en-
sure that we could retire early and live
well, which was just what he and his wife
planned to do. I said I was aware of the
organization, but I thought you had to be
in a relevant business m order to join.

“Then he pomted at Sibel and said, ‘All
you have to do 1s tell them who you work
for and what you
do and you wall get

assumed that the AT.Cs boardgch 1S
chaired by Bient Scowcroft, President
George H. W Bush’s national-secunty ad-
viser—knew nothing of the use to which it
was being put. But the wiretaps suggested
to her that the Washington office of the
A.TC. was being used as a front for cnmi-
nal actvity

Sibel and Matthew stood at the window
of their oak-paneled hallway and watched
the Dickersons leave. Sibel’s Sunday had
been rumned

mmediately and 1n the weeks that fol-

lowed, Sibel Edmonds tried to persuade

her bosses to investigate the Dickersons.
There was more to her suspicions than
their peculiar Sunday visit. According to
documents filed by Edmonds’s lawyers,
Sibel believed Melek Can Dickerson had
leaked information to one or more targets
of an FB I. investigation, and had tried to
prevent Edmonds from hstening to wire-

what 1n the world 1s the government trying
to hide?”

It may be more than another embar-
rassing security scandal One counter-
ntelbgence official famaliar with Edmonds’s
case has told Vanity Fair that the FB I
opened an 1nvestigation into covert activ-
ity by Turkish nationals in the late 1990s
That inquiry found evidence, mainly via
wiretaps, of attempts to corrupt senior
American poliicians m at Jeast two major
cities—Washington and Chicago Toward
the end of 2001, Edmonds was asked to
translate some of the thousands of calls
that had been recorded by this operation,
some dating back to 1997.

Edmonds has given confidential testi-
mony nside a secure Sensitive Compart-
mented Information Facility on several oc-
casions’ to congressional staffers, to mves-
tigators from the O 1.G, and to staff from
the 9/11 commussion. Sources familiar with
this testimony say that, in addition to her

allegations about the Dicker-
sons, she reported hearing Turk-

ekl USING THE STATE-SECRETS PRIVILEGE IN
THIS FASHION IS UNUSUAL, BEESON SAYS.

Matthew could see
that his wife was
far from comfortable: “She
tried to change the conversa-
tion to the weather and such-
like ” But the Dickersons,
says Matthew, steered it back to what they
called their “network of high-level friends ”
Some, they said, worked at the Turkish Em-
bassy in Washington. “They said they even
went shopping weekly for [one of them]
at a Mediterranean market,” Matthew says
“They used to take him special Turkish
bread.”

Before long, the Dickersons left. At the
time, Matthew says, he found it “a strange
conversation for the first time you meet a
couple. Why would someone I'd never met
say such things?”

Only Sibel knew just how strange A
large part of her work at the FB.1. involved

" hstening to the wiretapped conversations

of people who were targets of counter-
mtelligence nvestigations As she would
later tell investigators from the Justice De-
partment’s Office of the Inspector General
(O.IG.) and the US Congress, some of
those targets were Turkish officials the Dick-
ersons had described as high-level friends.
In Sibel’s view, the Dickersons had asked
the Edmondses to befriend EB I suspects
(In August 2002, Melek Can Dickerson
called Sibel’s allegations “preposterous, lu-
dicrous and slanderous.”)

Sibel also recalled hearing wiretaps
indicating that Turkish Embassy targets
frequently spoke to staff members at the
ATC,, one of the organizations the Dick-
ersons allegedly wanted her and her hus-
band to jomn Sibel later told the OI G. she
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taps of FB 1. targets
herself. But instead
of carrying out a thorough investigation of
her allegations, at the end of March 2002
the EBI fired Edmonds.

Edmonds 1s not the first avowed national-
security whistle-blower to suffer retahation
at the hands of a government bureaucracy
that feels threatened or embarrassed But
being fired is one thing Edmonds has also
been prevented from proceeding with her
court challenge or even speaking with com-
plete freedom about the case

On top of the usual prolubition against
disclosing classified information, the Bush
admimstration has smothered her case be-
neath the all-encompassing blanket of the
“state-secrets privilege”—a Dracontan and
rarely used legal weapon that allows the
government, merely by asserting a risk to
national security, to prevent the lawsuits
Edmonds has filed contesting her treat-
ment from bemng heard 1n court at all. Ac-
cording to the Department of Justice, to
allow Edmonds her day 1n court, even at a
closed hearing attended only by personnel
with full security clearance, “could reason-
ably be expected to cause serious damage
to the foreign policy and national security
of the United States.”

Using the state-secrets privilege in this
fashion 18 unusual, says Edmonds’s attorney
Ann Beeson, of the American Civil Liber-
ties Umon “It also begs a question Just

"JUST WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT
TRYING TO HIDE?"

1sh wiretap targets
boast that they had a
covert relationship
with a very semor pol
itician indeed—Denmis Hastert, Republi-
can congressman from Illnois and Speak-
er of the House since 1999 The targets re-
portedly discussed giving Hastert tens of
thousands of dollars 1n surreptitious pay-
ments 1n exchange for political favors and
information “The Dickersons,” says one
official fapubiar with the case, “are only the
tip of the iceberg”

her fearless obstinacy from her father,

Rasim Deniz, who died in 2000 Born
1 the Tabniz region of northwestern Iran,
many of whose natives speak Fars: (Per-
sian), Turkish, and Azerbatani, he was
one of the Middle East’s leading recon-
structive surgeons, but his forthright liber-
al and secular opinions brought him nto
a senes of conflicts with the local regimes.
One of Sibel’s earliest memones is of 2
search of her famuly’s house n Tehran by
members of SAVAK, the Shah’s secret po-
Iice, who were looking for left-wing books
Later, in 1981, came a ternfying evening
after the Ayatollah Khomein’s Islamist
revolution, when Sibel was 11. She was
waiting 1n the car while her father went
1mto a restaurant for takeout By the tme
Deniz returned, his vehicle had been boxed
m by government S UV’s, and Sibel was
surrounded by black-clad revolutionary

I t’s safe to say that Edmonds inhented

SEPTEMBER 200¢
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LETTER FROM WASHINGTON

guards, who announced they were taking
her to jail because her headscarf was m-
sufficiently modest

“My father showed his ID and asked
them, ‘Do you know who I am?,;” Sibel
says “He had been domg pro bono work
1n the slums of south Tehran for years,
and now 1t was the height of the Iran-Iraq
war. He told them, ‘I have treated so
many of your brothers If you take my
daughter, next time I have one 1n my
operating room who needs an amputa-
tion at the wrist, I will cut his arm off
at the shoulder’ They let
me go”

It was time to get out.
As soon as he could, Deniz
abandoned his property
and his post as head of
the burn center at one of
Tehran’s most prestigious
hospitals, and the family
fled to Turkey

hen Sibel was 17, she wrote a paper
w for a high-school competiion Her

chosen subject was Turkey’s cen-
sorship laws, and why 1t was wrong to ban
books and jail dissident writers Her prin-
cipal was outraged, she says, and asked her
father tb get her to wnte somethmng else
Deniz refused, but the incident caused a
family cnisis “My uncle was mayor of Is-
tanbul, and suddenly my essay was being
discussed at an emergency meeting of the
whole Deniz tribe. My dad was the only
one who supported
what I’d done That
was the last straw for
me. I decided to take
a break and go to the
United States I came here and fell in
love with a lot of things—freedom. Now
I wonder was 1t just an illuston?”

Sibel enrolled at a college n Mary-
land, where she studied Enghsh and hotel
management, later, she recerved bachelor’s
degrees at George Washington University
1n criminal justice and psychology, and
worked with juvenile offenders In 1992,
at age 22, she had marned Matthew Ed-
monds, a divorced retail-technology con-
sultant who had lived 1n Virgimia all his
bfe.

For a long time, they lived an 1dyllic,
carefree ife They bought their house in
Alexandna, and Sibel transformed 1t into
an airy, spacious haven, with marble floors,
a library, and breathtaking views across
the Potomac River to Washington. Mat-
thew had always wanted to visit Russia,
and at Sibel’s suggestion they spent three
months 1 St. Petersburg, working with a
§ children’s hospital charity run by the cel-

- bst Mstislav Rostropovich Sibel’s family
visited America often, and she and Mat-

SEPTEMBER 2005

BORN FIGHTER
Sibel and her
parents vacationing
by the Caspian
Sea in 1972, 10
years before they
left lran for Turkey.

thew spent their summers at a cottage they
had bought 1n Bodrum, Turkey, on the
Aegean coast

“People said we wouldn't last two years,”
Sibel says “And here we still are, nearly 13
years on. A lot of people who go through
the kind of experiences I've had find they
put 2 huge strain on their marriage Mat-
thew 1s my rock I couldn’t have done 1t
without lum.”

In 1978, when Sibel was eight and the
Islamusts’ violent prelude to the Iranian
revolution was just beginning, a bomb
went off 1n a movie theater next
to her elementary school “I can
remember sitting 1n a car, seeing
§ the rescuers pulling charred bod-

%ld be marked ‘not pertinent’ and left
alone By the time this matenal reaches the
agents and analysts, you've already decid-
ed what they’re going to get” To get this’
night requires a broad background of cul-
tural and political knowledge: “If you're
simply a lingwst, you won’t be able to dis-
cern these differences ”

She was surpnised to discover that until
her arrival the FB I had employed no
Tarkish-language specialists at all. In early
October she was joned by a second Turk-
1sh translator, who had been hired de-
spite his having failed language-proficiency
tests

Several weeks later, a third Turkish
speaker joined the department: Melek Can

ONE OF SIBEL'S EARLIEST MEMORIES

IS OF A SEARCH OF HER FAMILY S HOUSE
IN TEHRAN BY THE SHAH'S SECRET POLICE.

1es and stumps out of the fire. Then, on
September 11, to see this thing happening
here, across the ocean—it brought it all
back They put out a call for translators,
and I thought, Maybe I can help stop this
from happening agamn ”

Jomed was housed mn a huge, L-shaped

room 1n the FB I’s Washington field
office. Some 200 to 300 translators sat 1n
this vast, open space, histening with head-
phones to digitally recorded wiretaps The
Job carried heavy responsibilities “You are
the front line,” Edmonds says. “You are the
filter for every piece of inteligence which
comes 1n foreign languages. It’s down to
you to decide what’s important—‘pert1-
nent as the FB L. calls t—and what’s not
You decide what requires verbatim trans-
lation, what can be summarized, and what

T he translation department Edmonds

Dickerson. In her application for the job,
she wrote that she had not previously
worked 1n America. In fact, however, she
had spent two years as an intern at an
organization that figured in many of the
wiretaps—the Amernican-Turkish Council
Much later, after Edmonds was fired,
the FBI gave bnefings to the House and
Senate. One source who was present says
bureau officials admitted that Dickerson
had concealed her history with the ATC,
not only in writing but also when 1nter-
viewed as part of her background security
check. In addition, the officials conceded
that Dickerson began a friendship at the
AT.C with one of the FB I’s targets “They
confirmed that when she got to the bu-
reau she was supposed to be listening to
his calls,” says one congressional source.
“To me, that was hke asking a friend of a
mobster to histen to hum ordering hits She
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gave the document to Bryan on&day,
February 11 Early the following afternoon,
the supervisor summoned Edmonds Wait-
ing 1 a nearby office were two other peo-
ple, Feghali and Melek Can Dickerson In
front of them were Edmonds’s translations
of the wiretaps and her memo.
“Stephante said that she’d taken my
memo to the supervisory special agent, Tom
Frields,” Edmonds says. “He apparently
wouldn’t even look at it until Mike Fegha-
h and Dickerson had seen 1t and been giv-
en a chance to comment Stephanie said
that, working for the government, there were
certain things you didn’t do, and cnticiz-
mg your colleagues’ work was one of them
She told me, ‘Do you realize what this
means? If you were nght, the people who did
the background checks would have to be m-
vestigated The whole translation department
could be shaken up” Meanwhile, I was go-
mg to be mvestigated for a possible secunty
breach—for putting classified mformation
onto my home computer I was told to go to
the security department at three PM.”
Before Edmonds left, Dickerson had
time to sidle over to her desk According to
Edmonds, she made what sounded like a
threat. “Why are you domng this, Sibel? Why
on’t you just drop 1t? You know there could
be seridus consequences Why put your
family 1n Tarkey i danger over this?”

dmonds says that the FB I’s response

to her was beginning to shift from in-

difference to outright retahation On
February 13, the day after her mterview
with the bureau secunty office, three agents
came to her home and seized the comput-
er she shared with her husband. “I hadn’t
had tume to back up the data, and I told
them that most of my busmess was on that
computer,” Matthew Edmonds says

“An agent called the next morning,”
Matthew says. “He told me, ‘Everything on
your computer is destroyed, and we didn’t
back 1t up’ They were playing games When
I got the computer back, they had wiped
everything Four days later, I got a CD-rOM
with it all backed up ” A hfelong conserva-
tive Republican, Matthew was being shocked
into changing his worldview. “I was so
naive I mean, what do you do if you think
your colleague might be a spy? You go to
the FB 1! I thought if Sibel’s supervisor
wasn't fixing this problem she should go to
his supenior, and so on up the chain. Some-
one would eventually fix it I was never a
cynical person I am now”

While the agents were examimng the
Edmondses’ computer, Mike Feghali was
writing 2 memo for his own managers, stat-
ing “there was no basis” for Sibel’s allega-
tions. A day earher, an EB.I. secunty of-
ficer had interviewed Dickerson. A report

issued by the OI G. m January 2005 states,
“The Security Officer did not challenge the
co-worker [Dickerson} with respect to any
information the co-worker provided, al
though that information was not consistent
with FB1 records In addition .. he did
not review other crucial FB.I. records,
which would have supported some of Ed-
monds’ allegations.” Instead, he treated
her claims as “performance 1ssues,” and
“seemed not to appreciate or mvestigate the
allegation that a co-worker may have been
committing espionage ”

According to a congressional source, the
fact that Edmonds was a mere contract
linguist, rather than an agent, made her
claims less palatable. “They seemed to be
saying, ‘We don’t need someone like this
making trouble,’” the source says. “Yet, to
her credit, she really did go up through the
cham of command to her boss, hns boss,
and so on”

Edmonds reached the top of the
language-section management on February
22, when she met with supervisory special
agent Tom Fnelds, a gray-haired veteran
who was approaching the end of a long
bureau career At first it seemed he was
trying to set her mind at rest. “He told me,
‘T just want to assure you that everything
1s fine, and as far as you're concerned, your
work on this matter is done,”” Edmonds
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LETTER FROM WASHIN"TON

mught have an allegiance problem But they
seemed not to get it .. They blew off their
friendship as ‘just a social thing* They
told us, “They had been colleagues at work,
aﬁer all.’ »

Dackersons, Sibel conveyed her version

of the event to her supervisor, Mike
Feghali—first orally and then m wnting. The
“supervisory language specialist” responsi-
ble for hnguists working in several Middle
Eastern languages, Feghali 1s a Lebanese-
American who had previously been an
FB I. Arabic translator for many years.
Edmonds says he told her not to worry

Toward the end of December, Edmonds
was absorbed i a translation when Dick-
erson approached her desk. She swiftly got
to the pomt. ’

To monitor every call on every line at a
large institution such as the Turkish Em-
bassy 1n Washington would not be feasible.
Inevitably, the FB L fistens more carefully

S hortly after the house visit from the

"WHY ARE YOU DING THIS, SIBEL?"
EDMONDS SAYS DICKERSON ASKED.

the material she translated. Early 1n the
new year, 2002, Edmonds says, she dis-
covered that Dennis Saccher, the FB.L’s
special agent n charge of Turkish counter-
mtelhgence, had developed s own, quite
separate concerns about Dickerson.

On the morning of January 14, Sibel says,
Saccher asked Edmonds into his cramped
cubicle on the fifth floor On his desk
were printouts from the FB . language-
department database. They showed that on
numerous occasions Dickerson had marked
calls involving her friend and other counter-
intelhgence targets as “not pertmnent,” or
had submitted only brief summaries stat-
mg that they contained nothing of interest
Some of these calls had a duration of more
than 15 minutes Saccher asked Edmonds
why she was no longer working on these
targets’ conversations. She explained the
new division of labor, and went on to tell
him about the Dickersons’ visit the previ-
ous month Saccher was appalled, Ed-
monds says, telling her, “It sounds hke es-
pionage to me.”

Saccher asked

"WHY PUT YOUR FAMILY IN TURKEY IN

to the phones used by 1ts targets, such
as the Dickersons’ purported friend. In
the past, the assignment of hines to each
translator had always been random Ed-
monds might have found herself istening
to a potentially significant conversation by
a counter-intelligence target one minute
and an mnocuous discussion about some
diplomatic party the next. Now, however,
according to Edmonds, Dickerson suggest-
ed changing this system, so that each Turk-
1sh speaker would be permanently respon-
sible for certain hnes. She produced a list
of names and numbers, together with her
proposals for dividing them up As Ed-
monds would later tell her FB 1 bosses
and congressional mvestigators, Dickerson
had assigned the Amencan-Turkish Coun-
cil and three other “high-value” diplomatic
targets, including her friend, to herself.
Edmonds found this arrangement very
questionable But she says that Dickerson
spent a large part of that afternoon talking
with Feghali inside his office The next day
he announced 1n an e-mail that he had de-
cided to assign the Turkish wiretaps on ex-
actly the basis recommended by Dickerson
Like all the translators, Edmonds was
effectively working with two, parallel lines
of management Feghali and the senior
transiation-department bosses above him,
on the one hand, and, on the other, the mn-
vestigators and agents who actually used
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Edmonds and a colleague, Kevin Taskasen,
to go back into the EB I’s digital wiretap
archive and listen to some of the calls that
Dickerson had marked “not pertinent,”

and to re-translate as many as they could -

Saccher suggested that they all meet with
Feghali 1n a conference room on Fnday,
February 1. First, however, Edmonds and
Taskasen should go to Saccher’s office for
a short pre-meeting—to review their find-
ings and to discuss how to handle Feghah.

ous calls before the Friday meeting,

and some of them sounded important.
According to her later secure teshmony, m
one conversation, recorded shortly after
Dickerson reserved the targets’ calls for her-
self, a Turkish official spoke directly to a
US State Department staffer They agreed
that the State Department staffer would
send a representative at an appointed time
to the Amenican-Turkish Council office, at
1111 14th Street NW, where he would be
given $7,000 1n cash “She told us she’d
heard mention of exchanges of mformation,
dead drops—that kind of thing,” a congres-
sional source says “It was mostly money
1 exchange for secrets.” (A spokesperson
for the ATC demes that the orgamization

E dmonds had time to hstén to numer-

has ever been involved 1 espionage or 1l-

legal payments And a spokesperson for the
Assembly of Turkish Amenican Associa-
tions said that to suggest the group was mn-
volved with espionage or illegal payments
1s “ridiculous.”)

Another call allegedly discussed a pay-
ment to a Pentagon official, who seemed
to be nvolved n weapons-procurement ne-
gotiations Yet another implied that Turk-
1sh groups had been installing doctoral stu-
dents at U.S research institutions n order
to acquire information about black-market
nuclear weapons In fact, much of what
Edmonds reportedly heard seemed to con-
cern not state espionage but criminal activ-
ity There was talk, she told investigators,
of laundering the profits of large-scale
drug deals and of selling classified military
technologies to the lghest bidder.

their Friday meeting with Saccher,
Edmonds and Taskasen stood for a

while on the sidewalk, smoking cigarettes.
“Afterwards, we went directly to Saccher’s
office,” Edmonds says “We talked for a
little while, and he said he’d see
us downstairs for the meeting with
Feghali a few minutes later, at nine
A M.” They were barely out of the
elevator when Feghal intercepted
them. He didn’t know they had just come
from Saccher’s office

“Come on, we’re going to start the meet-
ing,” he said. “By the way, Denms Sac-
cher can't be there. He’s been sent out some-
where into the field.” Later, Edmonds says,
she called Saccher on the internal phone
“Why the hell did you cancel?” she asked.
Bewildered, he told her that immedately
after she and Taskasen had left hs office
Feghah phoned him, saying that the con-
ference room was already 1n use, and that
the meeting would have to be postponed

Edmonds says Saccher also told her
that he had been ordered not to touch the
case by his own superiors, who called it
a “can of worms ” Despite his role as spe-
cial agent in charge of Turkish counter-
intelhgence, he had even been forbidden
to obtam copies of her translations. Sac-
cher had two small children and a settled
life in Washington. If he dared to com-
plain, Edmonds says, he nsked bemng as-
signed “to some fucked-up office in the
land of tornadoes ™

Instead, Edmonds was ushered mto the
windowless office of Feghali’s colleague,
translation-department supervisor Steph-
anie Bryan. Investigating possible espi-
onage was not a task for which Bryan had
been tramed or equipped

Bryan heard Edmonds out and told her
to set down her allegations in a confiden-
tial memo Edmonds says that Bryan ap-
proved of her writing 1t at home Edmonds

B efore entering the FB.I bulding for
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says. “I told him, ‘No, 10t fine. My
family 1s worried about possible threats to
their safety n Tarkey’ His face went through
a transformation. He warned me that these
issues were classified at the highest level
and must not be disclosed to anyone. He
started to mterrogate me: Who had I told?
He said 1f 1t was anyone unauthonzed he
could have me arrested.”

Edmonds’s meeting with Frields on the
22nd was probably her last chance to save
her job The inspector general’s 2005 report
disclosed, “Immediately after the meeting,
[Frields] began to explore whether the FB.I.
had the option to cease using Edmonds

“IF YOU TAKE MY DAUGHTER; NEXT TIME

as a contract linguist.”

Four days later the bureau’s con-
tracting unit told him, “If 1t was
determined that [she] was unsuit-
able, the FB.I. would have suffi-
cient reason to termnate her contract.”

Stymied by Frields, Edmonds tried to
go still higher, and on March 7 she was
granted an audience with James Caruso,
the EB I’s deputy assistant director for
counterterrorism and counter-intelligence.
Edmonds says he listened politely for more
than an hour but took no notes and asked
no questions Afterward, Matthew picked
her up and they drove to the Capital Grille
for an early lunch. It was only 11-30 and
the restaurant was still empty, but as the
Edmondses began to study theirr menus,
they saw two men mn suits pull up outside
m an FB.I-issue S UV. They came inside
and sat down at the next table

“They just sat and stared at Sibel,” Mat-
thew says “They took out therr cell phones,
opened them, and put them on the table
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They didn’t eat or drink—just sat, 512‘4

Sibel, the whole time we were there ” Mod-
tfied cell phones, Sibel knew, are commonly
used by bureau agents as a means of mak-
ing covert recordings.

That afternoon, Sibel wrote to two offi-
cial bodies with powers to mvestigate the
FB I —the Justice Department’s internal-
affairs division, known as the Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility, and 1ts mdependent
watchdog, the O I G. She went on
to send faxes to the Senate Inteligence
Commuttee and Senators Charles Grass-
ley, Republican from Iowa, and Pat-
nck Leahy, Democrat from Vermont,

GOOD DOCTOR
Sibel's father, B
Dr. Rasim Deniz

asked were vague and nonspecific “The
Polygraph Unit Chuief admitted that ques-
tions directly on point could have been
asked but were not ” Nevertheless, then
and for a long time afterward, the FB I
“continued to rely on the [Dickerson] poly-
graph as support for its position that Ed-
monds’ allegations were unfounded.”
Dickerson’s polygraph test, however un-
satisfactory, seems to have sealed Edmonds’s
fate at the FBI The fol-
lowing afternoon, she was
asked to wait in Steph-
anie Bryan’s office “Fe-

(far left), greeting ghali saw me sittng there
the Shohfond and leaned across the
Queen of Iran at dOOfway,” Edmonds says.

the opening of a
new hospital, 1977.

“He tapped his watch
and said, ‘In less than an
hour you will be fired,
you whore’” A few minutes
later, she was summoned to a
meeting with Frields They
were joined by Bryan and
George Stukenbroeker, the
chief of personnel secunty and
the man in charge of mnvestr
gating her case. Edmonds had
violated every security rule m
the book, Stukenbroeker said

A hulking secunty guard ar-
nived to help escort her from
the building Edmonds asked if

refrieve some photos, including
shots of her late father of which
she had no copes. Bryan re-
fused, saying, “You'll never set
foot in the FB I agamn.”
Bryan promised to forward

ONE [OF YOUR BROTHERS] NEEDS AN

AMPUTATION AT THE WRIST,
| WILL CUT HIS ARM OFF."

both of whom sit on the Senate Judiciary
Commuttee, to say that she had found evi-
dence of possible national-security breaches.

n March 8, Sibel appeared at a dingy
httle office in Washington’s Chuna-

town, where she was polygraphed
According to the 2005 mspector general’s
report, the purpose of this examination
was to discover whether she had made un-
authorized disclosures of classified infor-
mation “She was not deceptive 1n her an-
swers,” the O L.G reported.

Dickerson was polygraphed two weeks
later, on March 21, and she too was deemed
to have passed. But, according to an official
cited 1n the report, the questions she was

them, says Edmonds, who never
got the photos back Edmonds
looked at Frields. “You are only
making your wrongdoing worse,
and my case stronger. I will see you very
soon,” she told him. According to Edmonds,
Frields replied, “Soon maybe, but it will
be in jail. I'll see you in jal ” (When inter-
viewed by the O 1.G., Frields and another
witness denied his making this comment.)

Matthew was waiting outside “I’m not
a crybaby,” Sibel says “But as I got mto
my husband’s car that afternoon I was in
floods, shaking ”

the February meeting where Dicker-
son allegedly cautioned her not to en-
danger her famuly in Turkey, Sibel called her
mother and sister in Istanbul, even though
it was the muddle of the mght there. Sibel

a s soon as she had returned home from
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is the oldest of th.ree sisters TheW®ingest
was studymng n Amenca and living with the
Edmondses 1n Alexandna, but the middle
sister—whose name Edmonds wishes to pro-
tect—was enjoying a successful career at
an international travel company based mn
Istanbul. The 29-year-old was also engaged
to be married Withmn days of receving
Sibel’s call, she flew with her mother to
Washington

Early in Apnl, Sibel and Matthew were
having lunch 1n their favorite Thai restau-
rant m Old Town Alexandria—a precious
chance, with their house now fully occu-
pied by Sibel’s famuly, to share a private mo-
ment together. “My cell phone rang,” Sibel
says “It was my middle sister. She said
something really bad had happened and I
must come back at once.”

The sister’s Istanbul neighbor had just
phoned, saying that two policemen had
knocked on her door, asking for the sister’s
whereabouts They would not disclose the
reason, saying only that it was an “mntelli-
gence matter” They also left a document.

violation of Edmonds’s constitutional rights
By August he was ready to depose Douglas
and Melek Can Dickerson But before their
scheduled deposition, the couple abruptly
left the country. Douglas had been assigned
to an air-force job n Belgrum. Virgil Magee,
a US Air Force spokesman 1n Belgrum,
confirms that Dickerson remains on active
duty in Europe, but refuses to say exactly
where

croft tried to wipe out Edmonds’s le-

gal action by mvoking the state-secrets
prvilege. This recourse, derived from En-
ghsh common law, has never been the sub-
ject of any congressional vote or statute.
Normally, says Ann Beeson of the A.CL U,
1t 15 used by the government when 1t wants
to resist the legal “discovery” in court of a
specific piece of evidence that 1t fears might
harm national security if publicized But
in Edmonds’s case Ashcroft argued that
the very subject of her lawsuit was a state

T hat fall, Attorney General John Ash-

HER SISTER'S ASYLUM APPLICATION STATED
THAT SIBEL WOULD NOW BE
CONSIDERED "A SPY AND A TRAITOR TO

Sent by Tevfik Asic1 of the Ata-
koy Branch Police Station and
dated Apnl 11, it was addressed to Sibel’s
sister and read, “For an important issue
your deposition/mterrogation 1s required.
If you do not report to the station within 5
days, between 09 00 and 17.00, as 1s re-
quired by Turkish law CMK.132, you wall
be taken/arrested by force.”

In July 2002, with a wnitten recommen-
dation from Senator Grassley, Sibels sister re-
quested political asylum n the United States.
Her apphcation statement cited the threat
allegedly made by Dickerson, adding that
Sibel would now be considered “a spy and
a traitor to Turkey under Turkish law, and
the Turkish police will use me to get at her.
Turkish police are known for using cruelty
and torture during mterrogation, subjects are
kept without advice to family members and
often disappear with no trace ” Estranged
from Sibel, the sister remains in America,
unable to go home

Edmonds did what numerous avowed
whustle-blowers had done before she ap-
pealed to Congress, and she got a lawyer—
David Colapinto of the Washington firm
Kohn, Kohn & Colapmto, which advertises
itself on 1ts Web site as specializing m cases
of this kand. He filed suit under the Free-
dom of Information Act for full disclosure
of what had happened mside the bureau,
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TURKEY UNDER TURKISH LAW."

secret To air her claims i front of federal
Judges would jeopardize national secunty.

This, Beeson says, had distinct advan-
tages for the F.B I. and the Department of
Justice. 1t meant they did not have to con-
test the ments of her claims. Moreover,
the substance of the arguments they used
to justify this level of secrecy was and 1s
secret itself. The full version of Ashcroft’s
declaration mvoking the privilege, filed on
October 18, 2002, was classified, and in
public the case for blocking Edmonds’s
action rested on the mere assertion that 1t
would be damaging to proceed. Later, m
2004, the law firm Motley Rice sought to
depose her for a pending case on behalf of
the families of 9/11 vicims. Immediately,
Ashcroft asserted the privilege again Mot-
ley Rice submutted a list of questions it
wanted to ask Edmonds, almost all of whuch
were prohibited Among them “When and
where were you born?,” “What languages
do you speak?,” and “Where did you go to
school?”

Edmonds still wanted to fight, and to
challenge Ashcroft in court. But over the
next few montbhs, the relationship with her
lawyers began to suffer “Let’s face it, tak-
mg on the D OJ 1s no joke, especially in
Washington,” Edmonds says.

and submutted a claim for damages for th&,. It was the absolute low pomnt “I tried

to find another firm,” she says, “but as
soon as I mentioned the state-secrets priv-
ilege, 1t was like, “Turn around, go back,
and by the way the clock 1s runmng at
$450 an hour’ I must have been turned
away by 20 firms”

The Dickersons, the Justice Department,
and the FB I. and 1ts relevant personnel
declined to comment for this article. In
August 2002, Melek Can Dickerson told
the Chicago Tnbune, “both the EB.I. and
the Department of Justice have conduct-
ed separate mvestigations of [Edmonds’s]
claims .. They fired her and, mnteresting-
ly, they continued my contract

In September 2002, Colonel James Worth
of the Office of the Aur Force Inspector
General said that, in response to a letter
from Edmonds, there had been a “com-
plete and thorough review of Major [Doug-
las] Dickerson’s relationship with the
American-Turkish Council” that found “no
evidence of any deviation from the scope
of his duties ” Edmonds says she was not
interviewed by those conducting the review

dmonds’s treatment by the FB.I seems

to fit two baleful patterns the first 1s

the bureau’s refusal to address po-
tentially disastrous internal-security flaws;
the second 15 a general tendency among
national-security agencies to retaliate
against whistle-blowers.

Amud the lush greenery of his
parents’ garden 1n Plattsmouth, Ne-
braska, former EB I senior intelligence-
operations specialist John Cole describes
how these institutional inclinations com-
bined to destroy his career Now 44, Cole
jomed the FBI. mn 1985 By the late 1990s,
he was running undegeover operations 1n
the Washington area, focusing on counter-
terronsm and counter-intellhigence. Later,
while also playing a key role m the 9/11 1n-
vestigation, he became the EB I’s national
counter-intelligence program manager for
India, Afghanistan, and Pakistan

Early in the fall of 2001, Cole was asked
to assess whether a woman who had ap-
plied to work as a translator of Urdu, Paki-
stan’s national language, might pose a nsk
to security. “The personnel security offi-
cer said she thought there was something
that didn’t seem night,” Cole says “I went
through the file and 1t stuck out a mile she
was the daughter of a retired Pakistani gen-
eral who had been their military attaché
m Washington.” He adds that, to lis knowl-
edge, “Every single military attaché they’ve
ever assigned has been a known mtelhigence
officer”

After September 11, this association
looked especially nsky The Pakistam in-
telhgence service had tramed and support-
ed the Taliban 1n Afghanistan, and still
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contamned elements who were far from
happy with President Pervez Musharraf’s
pro-American policies. Cole gave hus find-
ings to the secunity officer “Well done,”
she said “You've found 1t.”

A week later, she called Cole again, to
say that the woman had started work that
morning with a top-secret secunty clear-
ance. FB1 director Robert Mueller had
promised Congress that the bureau would
hire lots of new Middle Eastern lingusts,
and normal procedures had been short-
circuited as a result As of July 2005, the
woman was still a bureau translator. Sibel
Edmonds says she remembers her well—
as the leader of a group that pressed for
separate restrooms for Mushms

Cole says the incident was only one of
several that caused him to doubt the qual-
ity and security of the FB.L’s counterter-
ronsm efforts, and, like Edmonds, he says
he tried to fix the problems he saw by go-
ing up the cham of
command Getting
nd of an agent of
his stature was a
lot more difficult
than firmg a contract hngust
Cole says the retahation be-
gan when, after years of glow-
1ng reports, his.annual ap-
praisal found his work 1n one area to be
“minimally acceptable ” Next, he was
placed under mnvestigation by the Office
of Professional Responsibdlity, first on a
charge that he had hied about a personal
loan on a routine background check, and
then, after he took his case to Congress,
on the same grounds used against Ed-
monds—that he had disclosed classified in-
formation without authorization. Finally,
he was demoted to menial roles: “They
literally had me doing the xeroxing.” Bit-
terly disillusioned, he says, he resigned m
March 2004

“According to the terms of our employ-
ment, whistle-blowng is an obligation,” Cole
says. “We sign a piece of paper every year
saying we will report any mismanagement
or eyidence of a possible cnme. But the
management’s shtick 1s that if you draw at-
tention to the bureau’s shortcomings you're

disgracing 1it.”

former members of the EBI,CIA,
National Secunty Agency, and other
bodies who have made contact recently
with Sibel Edmonds. Another 1s Mike Ger-
man, one of the bravest and most success-
ful counterterrorism agents in the bureau’s
history, who penetrated a neo-Nazi gang m
Los Angeles and a militia group m Seattle
and brought them to justice
German made his bed of nails in 2002,
when he was asked to get mvolved m an -

C ole 1s one of about 50 current and
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vestigation mto a suspected cell of Isla.
terronsts “I came down and reviewed the

case, and 1t was a complete mess,” he says.

“There were violations of FBI policy and

violations of the law. As someone who had

been through successful terrorism prose-

cutions, I knew you couldn’t afford to

make mistakes.”

Like Cole, German says he thought
himself obliged to report what was gong
wrong, not to penahze other agents but in
the hope of putting it nght “I thought the
bureau would do the night thing that the
case would get back on track, and we'd get
the opportunity to take action against the
bad guys mnvolved.” Instead, he says, he
faced the famihar Iitany of escalating retal-
1ation—including an internal mnvestigation
of his own work on the terrorist-cell case.
“Bear m mind that only a handful of peo—
ple have ever infiltrated terronst groups,”
German says “You'd think that after 9/11

ONE NAME APPARENTLY STOOD OUT—

bureau agent. It prompted Tice to send a
classified e-mail to the D.I A. secunty sec-
tion, commenting that the Leung case
showed that the FB1 was “mcompetent.”
The imphcation was that the D.IA could
prove 1its competence by fully mvestigating
the junior colleague.

Tice, a big, powerful man with a forth-
nght manner, has to pause to control his
emotions when he describes what hap-
pened as a consequence “I was sent for an
emergency psychiatric evaluation. I took
all the computer tests and passed them
with flying colors But then the shrink says
he believes I'm unbalanced. Later he said
I'm suffering from ‘paranoid 1deation.’” He
was examuned by an independent psychi-
atnist, who “found no evidence of mental
disorder” But he had already been demed

_access to secure places at the NS.A. As a

result, this hughly commended technical-
espionage expert was put to work in the

N.S A’s motor pool, “wiping snow
off cars, vacuuming them, and drv-

A MAN THE TURKISH CALLERS REFERRED TO

they might have been m-
terested 1n that But word
came back to me that I'd never get a coun-
terterrorist case agawn.” He resigned from
the bureau in June 2004.

mmpression that those treated the worst

were among the brightest and best.
There could be no clearer example than
Russ Tice, ad 18-year intelligence veteran
who has worked for the Pentagon’s Defense
Intelhigence Agency (D.I A) and Amen-
ca’s eavesdroppers, the National Security
Agency. “I dealt with the super-sensitive
stuff;” he says “I obviously can’t talk about
1t, but I had operational roles in both Af-
ghanistan and Iraq”

It was at the D I.A. in the spring of
2001 that he wrote a report setting down
hss suspicions about a junior colleague, a
Chinese-American who Tice says was liv-
g a lavish lfestyle beyond her apparent
means Although she was supposed to be
working on a doctorate, he noticed her re-
peatedly in the office, late at mght, reading
classified material on an agency comput-
er “It’s not like I obsessed over the issue,”
Tice says “I did my job, and then 9/11,
happened, and I was a very busy boy.”

He moved to the N.S A toward the end
of 2002. The trnigger for s downfall the
following April was the arrest of Katrina
Leung, the EB I. mformant accused of spy-
mg for China while having an affair with a

a s I talked to whistle-blowers, I had the

'AS “DENNY BOY." IT WAS HOUSE
SPEAKER DENNIS HASTERT.

ing people around People looked at me L

hke I had bubonic plague™ (The DIA. dd
not respond to a request for comment, and

an N S.A spokesperson said the agency

does not discuss personnel matters )

After about eight months of this purgato- ..
ry, apparently an attempt to persnade hum

to resign, he was placed on “admunistrative

leave ” Like other whistle-blowers, he trnied .

and failed tosget hus agency’s leadership to

redress his treatment In August 2004, Tice
wrote letters to members of the House and |
Senate Six days later, the N'S A. began the

formal process which would lead to his
getting fired, and to having hus clearance °

revoked permanently “What happened to |
me was total Stalin-era tactics,” he says.
“Everyone I know or ever worked with says .

I'm perfectly sane Yet I just don’t know
what to do next. I've been mn mtelligence all ;,
my bfe, but without a security clearance, I ¢

an’t practice my trade ” 4

congressional staffers who heard Ed-

monds’s secure tesmony likens the 1'
FBI to a famuly, “and you don’t take your
problems outside it. They think they’re the |
best law-enforcement agency m the world,
that they’re beyond criticism and beyond
reproach.” To an outside observer that ethos
alone mght explain the use of the state-
secrets privilege against Edmonds But, the

E choing Cole and German, one of the |
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staffer adds, some of the wiretaps she said
she translated “mentioned government of-
ficials ” Here may he an entirely different
dimension to her case

Vanity Fair has established that around
the time the Dickersons visited the
Edmondses, 1n December 2001,
Joel Robertz, an FB I special
agent 1n Chicago, contacted Sibel
and asked her to review some wire-
taps. Some were several years old,
others more recent, all had been
generated by a counter-inteligence
mvestigation that had its start in
1997 “It began in D C,” says an
FB 1 counter-ntelligence official
who 1s famihar with the case file.
But “it became apparent that Chi-
cago was actually the center of
what was going on”

Its subject was explosive. what
sounded hike attempts to bribe
elected members of Congress, both
Democrat and Republican “There
was pressure within the bureau for
a special prosecutor to be appoint-
ed and take the case on,” the offi-
cial says Instead, hus
colleagyes were told
to alter the thrust of
their mvestigation—

Hastert’s campaign funds i small checks.
Under Federal Election Commussion rules,
donations of less than $200 are not re-
quured to be 1temized 1 publc filings
Hastert humself was never heard in the

1

LY HAPPEN“ElD: TO ME WAS TOTAL
STALIN-ERA TACTICS," TICE SAYS.

“1 JUST DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO NEXT."

away from elected politicians and toward
appointed officials. “Ths 15 the reason why
Ashcroft reacted to Sibel 1n such an ex-
treme fashion,” he says “It was to keep
this from coming out.”

In her secure testimony, Edmonds dis-
closed some of what she recalled hearing.
In all, says a source who was present, she
managed to listen to more than 40 of the
Chucago recordings supphed by Robertz.
Many mvolved an FB1 target at the
city’s large Turkish Consulate, as well as
members of the American-Turkish Coun-
cil and the Assembly of Turkish American
Associations

ome of the calls reportedly contained

what sounded like references to large-

scale drug shipments and other crimes.
To a person who knew nothing about their
context, the details were confusing, and 1t
wasn’t always clear what might be sig-
nificant. One name, however, apparently
stood out—a man the Turkish callers often
referred to by the nickname “Denny boy”
It was the Republican congressman from
Ilhnois and Speaker of the House, Dennis
Hastert According to some of the wire-
taps, the FB I'’s targets had arranged for
tens of thousands of dollars to be paid to

SEPTEMBER 2005

recordings, Edmonds told investigators, and
1t 1s possible that the claims of covert pay-
ments were hollow boasts Nevertheless,
an examination of Hastert’s federal filings
shows that the level of un-itemized pay-
ments his campaigns received over many
years was relatively high. Between April
1996 and December 2002, un-itemized per-
sonal donations to the Hastert for Congress

Commuttee amounted to $483,000 In con-
trast, un-temized contributions in the same
period to the committee run on behalf
of the House majonty leader, Tom DeLay,
Republican of Texas, were only $99,000
An analysis of the filings of four other se-
mior Republicans shows that only one, Clay
Shaw, of Flonda, declared a hugher total n
un-itemized donations than Hastert over
the same period. $552,000. The other three
declared far less. Energy and Commerce
Committee chairman Joe Barton, of Texas,
claimed $265,000, Armed Services Com-
mittee chairman Duncan Hunter, of Cal-
fornia, got $212,000; and Ways and Means
Commuttee chairman Bill Thomas, of Cali-
forma, recorded $110,000

Edmonds reportedly added that the
recordings also contamed repeated refer-
ences to Hastert’s flip-flop, 1n the fall of
2000, over an issue which remams of 1n-
tense concern to the Turkish government—
the continwing campaign to have Congress
designate the killings of Armenians 1n
Turkey between 1915 and 1923 a genocide.
For many years, attempts had been made
to get the House to pass a genocide res-
olution, but they never got any-
where until August 2000, when
Hastert, as Speaker,
announced that he
would give 1t his
backing and see that it
receved a full House
vote He had a clear political rea-
son, as analysts noted at the time:
a California Republican incum-
bent, locked in a tight congressional
race, was looking to
win over his district’s
lafge Armenian com-
munity Thanks to
E  Hastert, the resolu-
tion, vehemently op-

BLOWN OFF
Former FB.l. agent
Mike German,
top, and Russ Tice,
left, an 18-year

iri*ellisen‘ce veC;ercm, posed by the Turks,
r:i] Ljf{):fc:"r : passed the Interna-
= 1 J
histle-blowing.
muttee by a large ma-

Jority. Then, on Oc-
tober 19, minutes before the full
House vote, Hastert withdrew 1t.

At the time, he explained his
decision by saying that he had re-
ceved a letter from President Chn-
ton arguing that the genocide res-
olution, if passed, would harm US.
interests Again, the reported con-
tent of the Clucago wiretaps may well have
been sheer bravado, and there 1s no evi-
dence that any payment was ever made to
Hastert or his campaign Nevertheless, a
senior official at the Turkish Consulate 1s
said to have claimed 1n one recording that
the price for Hastert to withdraw the reso-
lution would have been at least $500,000.

Hastert’s spokesman says the congress-
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man withdrew the genocide resG¥##0n only
because of the approach from Chinton, “and
to msinuate anything else just doesn’t make
any sense ” He adds that Hastert has no
affihation with the ATC or other groups
reportedly mentioned in the wiretaps: “He
does not know these organizations ” Has-
tert is “unaware of Turkish interests making
donations,” the spokesman says, and his
staff has “not seen any pattern of donors
with foreign names ”

was fired, the Office of the Inspector

General’s inquiry ground on. At last,
m July 2004, its report was completed—
and promptly labeled classified at the be-
hest of the FB I. It took months of fur-
ther pressure before a redacted, unclassi-
fied version was finally 1ssued, in Janu-

F or more than two years after Edmonds

"AS WE DESCRIBED THROUGHOUT OUR REPORT,
MANY OF [EDMONDS'S]
ALLEGATIONS HAD BASES IN FACT," THE 0.1.G. STATED.

ary 2005 It seemed
to provide stunning
vindication of Ed-
monds’s credibulity.

“Many of Edmonds’ core alle-
gatidns relating to the co-worker
[Melek Can Dickerson] were sup-
ported by erther documentary evi-
dence or witnesses,” the report said.
“We believe that the EB.I. should
have investigated the allegations
more thoroughly.”

The FB I. had justified firing
Edmonds on the grounds that she
had a “disruptive effect,” the re-
port went on. However, “this dis-
ruption related primarily to Ed-
monds’ aggressive pursuit of her
allegations of misconduct, which
the FB 1. did not believe were
supported and which it did not
adequately investigate In fact, as
we descrnibed throughout our re-
port, many of her allegations had
bases m fact,” the report read. “We
believe . that the FBI did not take them
seriously enough, and that her allegations
were, 1n fact, the most significant factor
m the FBI’s decision to terminate her
services.”

Meanwhile, Edmonds had new lawyers.
the A.C.L.U’s Ann Beeson, who 1s lead-
mg the challenge to the state-secrets priv-
ilege, and Mark Zaid, a private attorney
who speciahzes i national-security 1ssues.
Zaid has filed a $10 milhon tort suit, cit-
mg the threats to Edmonds’s famuly, her
mabulity to look after her real-estate and
business interests 1n Turkey, and a series
of articles in the Turkish press that have
vilified her
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TRUTH TELLERS i
Daniel Ellsberg, top, |
leaked the Pentagon
Papers in 1971.

In July 2004, a federal dis-
trict court had ruled 1n favor
of the government’s use of the
state-secrets privilege. Like Ash-
croft’s declaration, 1ts opmion
contained no specific facts Next came a
bizarre hearing 1n the D C. appeals court
m April 2005 The room was cleared of
reporters while Beeson spoke for 15 min-
utes. Then Beeson and Edmonds were
also expelled to make way for the De-
partment of Justice’s lawyers, who ad-
dressed the judges 1n secret. Two weeks
later, the court rejected Edmonds’s ap-
peal, without expanding on the district
court’s opmion At press time, she was set

Coleen Rowley, above,
accused the FB.I of
ignoring its agents’
concerns about

Zacarias Moussaoui.

o ot v g i e o

to file a brief with the U.S. Su-
preme Court If the court agrees
to take the case, the govern-
ment’s reasons for its actions
may finally be forced 1nto the
open, legal experts say the Su-
preme Court has never allowed
secret arguments.

week after the April appeal

hearing, Edmonds gath-

ered more than 30 whastle-
blowers from the FBI,, CI A,
National Security Agency, De-
partment of Homeland Securi-
ty, and other agencies to brief
staffers from the House and Sen-
ate Among the whistle-blowers
were Daniel Ellsberg, who leaked
the Pentagon Papers to The
New York Times in 1971, and
Coleen Rowley, the FB 1. agent
from Minneapolis who com-
planed that Washington ignored

local agents who i August 2001 had raised
concerns about a flight student named
Zacarias Moussaow, who has since admit-
ted to being an al-Qaeda terromnst.

Many of those present had unearthed
apparent breaches of national security,
many said their careers had been wrecked
as a result. At a press conference after the
briefings, Congressman Edward Markey,
Democrat of Massachusetts, praised Ed-
monds and her colleagues as “national
heroes,” pledging that he would introduce
a bill to make 1t a grime for any agency
manager to retaliate against such individu-
als. Afterward, the whistle-blowers mingled
over hors d’oeuvres and
explored their common
ground and expeniences By
July, they were working to
i formalize therr association
1 as a not-for-profit campaign
i group, the National Securi-

ty Whistleblowers Coalition
“When they took on Sibel,”
says Mike German, who is
now the coalition’s congres-
sional haison, “they made the wrong wom-
an mad”

“I'm gomng to keep pushing this as long
as I can, but I'm not going to get obses-
sional,” Edmonds says “There’s other
things I want to do with my life But the
day the Iranians tried to arrest me, my fa-
ther told me, ‘Sibel, you hve your hfe once.
How do you choose to live? According to
your principles, or in fear” I have never
forgotten those words ” 0
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0.00 a Do
{b) Poldical Party Committess...........
{c) OlherPoiiticat Commirtess 28868 40 50812.83
{such a3 PACE)....... .
0.00 0.00
€} The Candidabs... . eentu
fe) TOTAL CONTRIBUTIOHS
{other than lnsns) BB158.40 195292.63
{sdd Lines 15 (a}Tm, ), {€). and (d))
12. TRANSFERS FROM OTHER 0.00 0.00
AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES ..ivcin - --
13 LOANS
{a) Mgds or Guarenised I:y the 0.00 Q.00
Candidate ...... -
0.00 0.00
(b Al OtherLloama. . ... ...,
() TOTAL LOANS 0.00 000
{add Lines 13() and (.. . .
14, OFFSETS TO DPERATING
EXPENDITURES 0.00 0.00
{Refunds, Rabates, @b} - - oo cocececs
16, OTHER RECEIFTS 1590.18 4901 46
[Drvsends, Inbarest B2 ) . ocer v cerscenr s teres = .
36. TDTAL RECEIPTS(sdd Lines
11(e}, 12, 13(ch, 14, snd 15) 897680.58 20018499

(Carry Total o Ling 24, page 8y ... - .
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EXHIBIT F



¢ 062772001 16:31 )

EEC REPORT OF RECEIPTS
FORM 3 AND DISBURSEMENTS
For An Authordoed Committee
Offica Laa Qnly
1. MAMEQF USE FEC MAILING LABEL rif X T
COMMITTEE {in full) OR TYPE OR PRINTYy E::l"?lh: h"lg;ﬁmg e
Ibilwlte'.}'l’lrclmgr?ssc?ml".rnglIlllllII I I | | 1 | 1 | I S I | llll
Illllllll:llllllllllIII4IIJIllllI IIIII
A%DHESSinumbarandslm |P1OI E“F‘zs' ]5"—"'"‘|’°“$‘-| [ | 11111 ] 1111 |
Check 1 difensnt IP'IDI Enxpis,]SF.Wi]authl | I | I T T T Y I | | ] 1 11 I
than oUsly
m’;rllm! |Bgtavia | L1 ! L aa Iy | Bos1e | [, |
2, FECIDENTIFICATION NUMBER VW CITYA STATEA ZIP CODE &
: STATE ¥ DISTRICT
", W T —
My COG208080 5. ISTHIS NEW AMENDED)
T - REPORT @@ OR E A L | 1%
At
M 4. TYPE OF REPORT (Chooss One)
~ | ) 12.Day PRE-Election Report lor the:
=T {a) Quarteny Reparis.
el u Primary (1217) u General {1265) D Runoff {12R)
Q D April 15 Cuwierly Repart (G1)
W u Comsation (12C) D pecial {125)
"~y E July 15 Quaterly Repon {G2)
10 |"" i intha v
D Celober 15 Quatérly Repo (03) Elwction on > ra—— State of
i . : —
I D January 31 Year-End Repor (YE} | (o)  50-Day POST-Election Report for thec
[ suy 31 vi-ver mapon [0 cererno n Runcft {30R) [I Spetial (305)
(Non-eleciion Yaar Omly) (MY)
" T inthe
u Teemunalion Report (TER) Eleion on s . State of .
5 Covenng Pancd 04 01 2000 Hsugh 06 30 2000
1 oendy that b nava axamined this Repon and to the bast of my knowledge and belef d = us, comect and tamplets.
ype or Pnt Name of Traasume Lisa Post
Signature of Treamurer  Eleionically Fied by Lisa Post o 06 27 2001
NOTE : Submissian of false, amaneous, or Incomplabe information may subjact the parson aigning this Report bo the penelties of 2 U S € a37g.
OMce I i ' FEC FORM 3
Uag | J (Renigsd 177001)
Only




26044132438

DETAILED SUMNARY PAGE
of -
FEC Form3 (Ravised $72001) Receipts Page 3
Wnis or Type Commithes Name
Hastert for Gongress Committes
Regaort Covering Ihe Panod From. m Tec m
COLUNMN A COLUMN B
I RECEIPTS Total This Petiod J Elaction Cyche-to-Cate
11, CONTRIBUTIONS (othsr than Icans) FROM.
{2} IndnidualsAPersone Gther Than
Pollical Committees 41150.00
{0} Hemized (use Schedule A). . ...
14738.00
(uy Unltemiosd e - oo e
(Ili) TOTAL ¢f ceninbulions 55888.00 180368.00
from indivkiuss. .. . .. ... P
000 | 0.00
®) Political Perdy Commiiiees. . ... . ...
{c) Other Polllical Committece 182616.23 25342880
(Bueh 32 PACS) .. . vwiee e e e e
Q.00 D00
{d) TheCandidate. ... . . . i
{8) TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS -
{other than loana} 248504 .23 2473749686
{aad Lines 13(a)u, (b, {c), and {<J}
12 TRANSFERS FROM OTHER 0.00 ~0.00
AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES ......c.- . -.....
13. LOANS
(a) Mads or Guaranteed by the 0 0D 000
0.00 0.00
fo} AlOterioans ... ...
(c) TOTAL LOANS 0.00 ooo
(acid Lines 13(ayand @Y . .. . ..
14. OFFSETS TO OPERATING
EXPENDITURES 0.00 0o
{Relunds, Rabites, ®te).. ... .. . .
15, OTHER RECEIPTB ° BO06 75 1180B.21
{Dvdande, imerest, 812).. .. . ..
18. TOTAL RECEIPTS {add LI
11(e}, 12, 13(a}, 14.‘aml -15'1m 255410.88 455605.07
(Carry Tatel 1o Line 24, page &) ..-..... P




2804481324389

EXHIBIT G



{ 0543172001 20:41 )

FEC REPORT OF RECEIPTS

FORM 3 AND DISBURSEMENTS
For An Authorlzed Committee
Office Use Only °

" T SRR SR B
I%rltfqrqorlgrﬂﬁclonl.mllt? I 1 1 1 1 1 | A T O Y I | L1l | I T Y T | | l
Illllllllll:llllIJ 1 1 | ! Illlllllllllli
A%DREsstnumbar and strast) lP‘-OI B%E"F‘ fﬁE M“F$I' Lt 1 | N T T T T T T T O O I | lJ

Check if diflerant [PyQ BoxfiZ5, JAE Wheap QL | | | g g g o

ﬂ:gw{%g} [B?"Wil [ U [ lt I"'ll IIIGOIMOJLIIJ
2 FECIDENTIFICATIONNUMBER W Cv A STATEA ZIP CODE A

- STATE¥DISTRICT
cquzunnso e 3 l:E'['JgET u :I"I}EW OR E msnnEn

b Lt

4. TYPE OF REFCRT

({Chaoae Unt)

@) Quarteity Raporta

O OOoEana

Apnl t5 Qualkey Raport (Q1)
July 15 Quaterly Repoit §Q2)
Qchoner 15 Quaterly Repodt (Q3)
Jnuary 31 Year-End Raport {YE)

July 31 Mud-Ye Rebort
{Non-election Year Only) MY}

Temination Ragord (TER}

Election on

u Primsary [129)

() 12-Doy FRE-Elsction Repord far the

D General (126) D Runcff (12R)

D Canvenlion {12¢) u Special (125}

fmadell Slate of

u General {305}

() 30-Day POST.Elacton Repan Jor (he

u Runcoff G0R} U Specil (305)

Electon o D l-—:—- E :'b:;:ﬂ D

5 Ceausing Pencd

a

D1

2000

through

(-1
«

oo | [30] [ 200

| cerlify that | have exxarnined tis Repost and to the bast of rry knowledge and ballef it is rue, tomect and complate
Typa ar Pnnt Name of Treasurar

$Sgnalure of Treasurar

Lisa Poat

-~ pp———

. Y 30 2001

NQTE : Submission of false, efraneous, of incomplate informabon may subjact {he peron algning ihia Report to e penaities of 2 U S G 4379,

ffee ' l | : J FEC FORM 3
Only ' | (Revined £/2000)




FEC Form 3 (Revised 9/2000)

DETAILED SUMMARY PAGE

Paga 3

Whiie of Tye Committes Nama
Hastert for Congrezs Committee

Repart Govenng the Peried,

i e et

I. RECEIPTS

"

CONTRIBUTIGONS {olhar than kans) FROM

(@) ndividuaisfParsans Qlher Than
Poitkal Committees
() lemized (u3e Schadula A... ... . .

™ Unierdzad ...v - .-
{m) TOTAL of contribulions

Fom Indhvadusls ... . .- »

(by Polhcal Pasty Commilteed ... -
(¢} Other Political Committess
{euch a5 PACS). . ... ..

@ TheCandideta ...... ..
(#) TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS
(other than kens)
(acd Lnea 1 1{s)im), (b), (¢}, amas {d))

12

TRANSFERS FROUM DTHER
AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES...... ., -- ...

18

LOANS
(a) Made or Guamanbesd by the
Candiats . i - - ..

@ AlOtharLoans. cuiwe - =« v
() TOTAL LOANS
(264 Linea 13(a) and (B)) - --

14

OFFSETS TO OPERATING
EXPENODMTURES
(Refunds, Raixales, o). . ...vune- ---

15

OTHER RECEIPTS
{Dhidands, Inlereal, €t} ..... .. . iuie

16

TOTAL RECEIPTE (add Lines
11(e), 12, 13(¢), 14, and 15}
{Gavry Total 1o Ling 24, page4) .. .. . P*

COLUMN A
Tolal This Purlod

COLUMN B
Election Cyele-to-Date

141295.00

2279500

164080.00

35445E.00

0.00

0.00

185434 10

44B082.96

0.00

0.00

358524.10

803320.95

0.00

o ]

0.00

aco

0.00

000

000

0.00

0.00

0.00

6272.08

18080 27

385796 16

821401 23
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EXHIBIT H



{ 06/06/2001 16:27 }

EEC REPORT OF RECEIPTS
FORM 3 AND DISBURSEMENTS
Fer An Authorized Committas
Offic= Lksa Dnly
1. NAME OF USE FEC MAILING LABEL AF yping, oo,
COMMITTEE (i full) OR TYPE OR PRINTY %‘;Tf,l: :f.:::'" 9. e b
IHEEFITFD"L;“'} lc?mmlll“lll|l 1 I T T | | S VO W N I N | llllllll
|11|||1||1-||||-|1||||‘| |||-|||||4||||||
A%DHESS(numarardmat} |P.|0| BP“W‘”F'WW“F#M L1 11 PN [ A T S T O Y I I | Lol l
Chech If differsnt |P.O BrxfB2p.)6EWisop & | | |, ey gy
tha ]
fﬁﬂgﬁ-ﬁsgl IB?'E?’I‘. I I N (N Y T Sy 1 | | ||Ll | ,EO|510| | L .|_|
2. FECIDENTIFICATION BUMBER W cY & STATEA AP CODE A
ﬁ STATEY DISTRICT
COD208080 3. IBTHS NEW E AMENDE
el REPORT (N) OR M) | 14
YUY
3. TYPE OF REPORT {Chocse One)
{b) 12.0ay PRE-Elachan Report for the.

{8 Quererly Reports:

u Primery (12F)

D Geners| (12G) D Runalf (12R)

D Apmi 15 Quaberly Report (Q1}
D Carvemion ($2C) u Special {126}
U July 15 Quaterly Repor (C32)
| na | na [nna JF-
n Qctober 15 Quatarly Raport (Q3) Election on P State of
n Jaruary 31 Year-End Report IVE) 1 (o) 3n-Day POST-Election Report for the.,
u Juty 31 Mnk-Year Report B ceneninoa [0 reercor u Specst (305}
{Non-elaction Year Onty) (MY)
v R i the v
D Termination Repor {TER) Elaction on Stata of
5. Covaring Perod 10 19 2000 hrough 11 27 2000
| cartily 1hat | have examined this Report and ia the beet of my knowledpe and Delief & la trua, correct and comglede
Type or Print Name of Trsgsurar  _DEHES Ingemunson —_
Signetura of Traasurer Date Il%_l 0& 2001

NOTE Subrmismion of falge, arranaous, ar incomplele infomation May subject the parson signing iz Repod ta the ponallies ol 2 U.S C 4379

amce |
Use .
Onty

FEC FORM 3
{Revisad %200%)
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FEC Form 3 {Revised 82D00)

DETAILED SUMMARY PAGE
of Receipts

Page 3

Wiite or Type Committes Name
Haelen for Cangress Committee

SO K Y MY

Ta: I'Ii

Repord Covedng the Patiod:
COLUMNMN A COLUNMN B
I. RECEIPTS Tetal Thiy Perlod Eloction Cyclo-o-Dats
11. CONTRIBUTIONS (other than oans) FROM'
{a) Inihviduaig/Parsena Other Than
Poiltical Cammitizes 45840.00
{) Hemizad {waw Scheduie A... ... ... -
741250
{ily Untemesd ... oo -
iy TOTAL of cantnbulions 57252 50 474858 00
from Inghigusla . . .. >
] 3.0 0.00
) PoRlcs Party Commitlass.. ... ...
(e} Other Polhical Gommmteea o7875.00 63311296
(suchaa PACS) ... i e
000 0.0D
() The Candidaté ... ..- -- - .. .
{8) TOTAL CONTRIELTIONS
(other than loans) 155127.50 1107970 86
tadd Lines 1 1¢axilly, (). {c}, and {d))
12. TRANSFERS FROM OTHER 000 ‘l — 0.00
ALITHORIZED COMMITTEES. . ....... i
15 LOANS
(@) Made prOummnised by the n.00 000
0.00 0.00
@) AOtherLoams .. ..... ..o
{c) TOTAL LOANS 0.00 0.00
(edd Lines 13(a) 3nd (B} -e. . wenrons =
14 OFFSETS TO OPERATING
EXPENDITURES 000 | 0.00
{Refunds, Rebates, acd e -« - i
15, OTHER RECEIFTS 21260.70
(Dwvichenclg, Interast, @e).. . ... .. - 1858.29 I
18 TOTAL RECEIFTS (add Linas
11060, 121300, 14, ond 18 156985.79 1126231 66
(Carry Total to Lina 24, page 4}.,..- . ... »




